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Amendment dated February 28, 2005 

Reply to Orifice Action of November 22, 2004 

IN THE, CLAIMS :. 

This listing of claims will replace ail prior versions arid listings of the claims in the 
application: 

1. (Currently Amended) A map search system using map data, comprising: 

a selecting unit for selecting an item that is used for retrieving an on-map position that is 
a position on the map data; 

an information storing unit for storing a plurality of search information items, wherein a 
given each of the stored search information item items is associated with one of r e lat e d to a giv e n 
s earoh area of a plurality of search areas in the map data and each of the stored search 
information items is used for retrieving an on-map position that is related to a respective the 
gveft search information item within one of the given plurality of search area areas: 

a retrieving unit for retrievin g, within a targeted search area of the s e arch ar e as, an on- 
map position corresponding to the selected item by collating the selected item with stored search 
information items within a targeted search area chosen from the plurality of the search areas 
r e lated to the targotod ooaroh area ; 

an area-designating information storing unit for storing a plurality of area-designating 
information items, wherein aft each of the area-designating information item items is related to 
one of the search areas in the map data: 

a determining unit for determining whether the selected item includes corr e sponds to any 
one of the area-designating information items; and 

an area designating unit for designating , wh e n th e selected item io d e signated to 
correspond to n certain area designating information item that ia related to a certain searoh ar ea? 
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tfee a certain search area as the targeted search area , when the selected item is determined to 
include a certain area-designating Lnformation item that is related to the certain search area . 

2. (Original) The map search system of Claim 1 , 

wherein the area-designating information storing unit stores the area-designating 
information items that include words indicating areas included in the representative search areas. 

3. (Original) The map search system of Claim 1 , further comprising: 

an address-book storing unit for storing a plurality of address-book information items, 
each of which at least includes a name indicating a facility that is present in a given position and 
an address information item of the given position, 

wherein the selecting unit selects the item that is a given address-book information item 
of the address-book information items, and 

wherein the determining unit collates the address information item included in the given 
address-book information item with the area designating information items. 

4. (Original) The map search system of Claim 1, 

wherein the area designating unit includes a notifying unit for notifying an effect that the 
area designating unit designates the certain search area as the targeted search area when the area 
designating unit designates the certain search area as the targeted search area. 
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5. (Original) The map search system of Claim 1, 

wherein in a case where the area designating uriit designates the certain search areassthc 
targeted search area by switching from a previous search area into the certain search area,&e 
area designating unit switches back from the certain search area into the previous search aita as 
the targeted search area after completing retrieving within the certain search area. 

6. (Original) The map search system of Claim 1, further comprising: 

a predetermining unit for determining whether the selected item corresponds to anyone 
of the area-designating information items that are related to the target search area, 

wherein, when the prc-determining unit determines that the selected item does hot 
correspond to any one of area-designating information items that are related to the target search 
area, the determining unit then determines whether the selected item corresponds to any one of 
the area-designating information items that are related to any one of the search areas other than 
the target search area. 

7. (Original) A search area designating method used in a map search system that 
includes: 

a selecting unit for selecting an item that is used for retrieving an on-rnap position that is 
a position on the map data; 

an information storing unit for storing a plurality of search information items, wherein a 
given each of the stored search information item items is associated with one of rololod tn a given 
ooarch oroa of a plurality of search areas in the map data and the each of the stored search 
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Information items is used for retrieving an on-map position that is related lo a respective the 
given search information item within one of the given plurality of search area areas : and 

- an area-designating information storing unit for storing a plurality of area-designating 
information items, wherein an each of the area-designating information item items is related to 
one of the search areas; 

the search area designating method comprising; 

a first step of determining whether the selected item corresponda to includes any one of 
the area-designating information items; 

a second step of designatin g, when tho selected item ia determined to corr e spond to a 
c e rtain area designating information item that io related to a certain s e arch area, tho a certain 
search area as a targeted search are area efthe chosen from the plurality of search area s, when the 
selected item is determined to include a certain area-designating information item that is related 
to the certain search area : and 

a third step of retrievin g, within tho targ e t e d search area, an on-map position 
corresponding to the selected item by collating the selected item with search information items 
related to th e target s e arch area within the targeted search area chosen from the plurality of search 
areas . 
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